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Vision: Learning together.  Learning for Life

Mission:  Buckingham Park is a safe, vibrant place of learning where children engage enthusiastically with a stimulating and challenging curriculum. All individuals will be valued and enabled to grow and achieve academically, socially and emotionally and develop the skills required for successful future lives in a rapidly changing society.
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This report explains how we recognise and respond to children and young people’s special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). It describes the support and adaptations we offer, how we identify individual strengths and support needs, and how we work in partnership with children, families and other professionals so that every child can access learning, participate in school life and make progress in ways that are meaningful for them.
Our SEND Information Report should be read alongside our SEND Policy, which provides further detail about our inclusive, strengths-based approach to supporting pupils with SEND.
Our SEND Policy and other relevant information can be found on our school website.
If you have any questions about SEND provision at our school, please do not hesitate to contact us.

1. [bookmark: _Toc116987818][bookmark: _Toc117080327][bookmark: _Toc119070492]What types of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) does the school provide for? 

At Buckingham Park Primary School, we are committed to inclusion and recognising each child’s strengths, identity and individual support needs. We make adaptations and provide support to help pupils access learning, communicate, participate and feel they belong. Our school supports pupils with a range of needs including:

	AREA OF NEED 
	CONDITION

	Communication and interaction
	Autism 

	
	Speech and language difficulties

	
	Selective mutism

	Cognition and learning
	Specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia

	
	

	
	

	
	Moderate learning difficulties 

	
	Severe learning difficulties 

	Social, emotional and mental health 
 
	Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

	
	Attention deficit disorder (ADD)

	
	Social and emotional difficulties (including need relating to relationships and attachments)

	Sensory and/or physical 
	Hearing impairments

	
	Visual impairment

	
	Physical impairment



2. [bookmark: _Toc119070493]Which staff will support my child, and what training have they had?

Our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENCo):
Our SENCo and Inclusion Lead is Miss. Kelly Douglas.
She has 10 years’ experience in this role and was previously a primary school teacher for 11 years.
She achieved the National Award in Special Educational Needs Coordination in 2017 and completed a Masters in Inclusive Special Education in 2025. Other qualifications include BSc Psychology (Hons.), PGCE (primary) and MA (Ed. – curriculum).

SENCO assistant:
Our SENCo assistant is Miss. Elizabeth Hawker.
She has 5 years’ experience in this role and has also worked as a Learning Mentor, 1:1 Teaching Assistant for children with complex needs and a Learning Support Assistant.
She has a range of training experiences including Understanding Children and Young People’s Mental Health, Principles of working with individuals with learning difficulties and a diploma in working with children with SEND and their families. 
She also works in a Therapeutic Home with vulnerable children and has achieved the Children, Young People and Families Practitioner Level 4 award.

School Counsellor/Family Liaison:
We are fortunate to have a qualified psychotherapist working within the school, Mrs. Kayti Loom.


Teachers:
At Buckingham Park, we believe that every teacher is a teacher of children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). High-quality, inclusive teaching is at the heart of our approach. The SEND Code of Practice (2015) states that “High quality teaching…is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have SEN” (6.37).
We are committed to ensuring that all staff have the knowledge, skills and confidence to recognise and respond to a wide range of support needs. Teachers receive ongoing professional development from both West Sussex specialist services, including the Learning Behaviour and Advisory Team (LBAT) and Autism and Social Communication Team (ASCT), as well as through in-house training and support.
The SENCO works closely with staff to build their understanding of individual pupils’ strengths, preferences and support needs, and to help staff use adaptive and inclusive teaching approaches. Training is informed by our pupils’ needs and the priorities identified within our school.
Recent staff training has included:
· Social Stories
· Therapeutic Thinking
· Adaptive Teaching
· Types of Inclusion
· Behaviour Buddy
· Affirming Autism
· Sensory Regulation
· Executive Functioning Skills
This ongoing professional development helps staff understand barriers to learning and participation, adapt their practice and provide appropriate support so that all pupils take part, make progress and feel valued as members of our school community.

Learning Support Assistants:
We have a skilled and experienced team of Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) who play an important role in supporting pupils with SEND across the school. Our LSAs work closely with teachers and the SENCO to provide support and interventions that are responsive to pupils’ individual strengths and needs.
Depending on pupils’ individual needs, LSAs may provide support within the classroom, deliver targeted interventions, facilitate small-group or alternative provision, or support pupils accessing our nurture provision. Where appropriate, some pupils with more complex needs receive individualised adult support to help them access learning, develop independence and participate in school life.
Our LSAs are trained to deliver a wide range of evidence-informed interventions and approaches, including:
· Precision Teaching
· LEGO® Therapy
· Read Write Inc. Fast Track
· Read Write Inc. Get Writing
· Memory Magic
· Toe by Toe
· Plus 1
· Number Box
· Socially Speaking
· Narrative Therapy
We are committed to developing the knowledge and skills of our support staff through ongoing professional development. During the last academic year, LSAs received training in Therapeutic Thinking, Behaviour Buddy and sensory regulation, strengthening their ability to support pupils with communication, social, emotional and sensory needs.
Our LSAs are an integral part of our inclusive approach. They work as part of a wider team to ensure that support is purposeful, responsive and focused on helping pupils build on their strengths, develop skills and independence and participate in school life.
Buckingham Park also has a full time Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA), Miss. Tracey.
External agencies and experts:
At times, we work with external services to better understand a pupil’s strengths and support needs and to identify helpful approaches. We do this in partnership with families and, where appropriate, the child. These services include:
· Speech and Language therapists
· Learning and Behaviour Advisory Team (LBAT)
· Autism and Social Communication Team (ASCT)
· Early Years Transition Team
· Occupational Therapists
· Sensory Support Team
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
· Child Development Centre
· Educational Psychologists
· GPs or Paediatricians
· School Nurses
·  Social Services and other local authority (LA) provided services
· Voluntary sector organisations



3. [image: ]What should I do if I think my child has SEN?


Tell us about your concerns:
If you have concerns that your child may have SEND, the first person to speak to is your child’s teacher. You can do this at parent’s evening or by requesting a meeting or a telephone conversation after school. They will listen to your views and discuss your child’s strengths, needs and experience in school, as well as any adaptations or support already in place. They may also consult with our SENCO (Miss. Douglas) or SENCO Assistant (Miss. Hawker), who can suggest further approaches or arrange a meeting with you. 

You can also contact the SENCO directly via email inclusion@buckinghampark.co.uk.

We will invite you to a meeting to discuss your concerns:
We will meet with you to listen to your concerns and develop a shared understanding of your child’s strengths, preferences, experiences and support needs.

Together, we will agree the outcomes that are important for your child and decide on next steps. These might include observations or assessments by the SENCO or SENCO assistant or referrals to external services, where appropriate.

We will decide whether your child needs SEN support:
Many pupils’ needs can be supported in class through ordinarily available inclusive practise, such as adapted learning, providing supporting equipment or offering movement. Some pupils may need provision in additional to what is ordinarily available in the classroom. We will discuss this with you and consider together whether SEN Support and inclusion on the school’s SEND register are appropriate.

4. How will the school identify whether my child may benefit from SEN support?
Our class teachers understand that pupils’ needs can present in different ways and monitor every child’s progress, participation and access to learning. Pupil progress is also discussed with members of the Senior Leadership Team (Deputy Headteacher and SENCo) during termly pupil progress meetings.

When a teacher identifies that a pupil may need additional support to access learning or make progress, they will consider appropriate adaptations and support within the classroom. If a pupil continues to need additional support or is not making the expected progress for them, the teacher may arrange a meeting with you to discuss their experience and progress. The teacher will also discuss the pupil’s strengths and support needs with the SENCo.

Taking account of the impact of classroom adaptations and interventions, and discussions with the class teacher, the SENCo or SENCo Assistant may carry out assessments or observations to build a fuller understanding of your child’s strengths, preferences and support needs.
5. How will the school measure my child’s progress?
We will follow the ‘graduated approach’ to meeting your child’s needs.
The graduated approach is a four-part cycle of assess-plan-do-review.



Assess
If your child is not making the expected level of progress, we will make an assessment to find out what strengths and difficulties your child has. We will ask for input from you and your child, as well as getting help from external professionals where necessary. 
Plan
In discussion with you and your child, we will decide what outcomes we are hoping to achieve. We will make a plan of the support we will offer your child to help them meet those outcomes. We will make a record of this and share it with you and all relevant school staff.
Do
We will put our plan into practice. 
The class teacher, with the support of the SENCO, will be responsible for working with your child on a daily basis, and making sure the support we put in place is having the impact we intended.
Review
We will assess how well the support we put in place helped the child to meet the outcomes we set. We will use our improved understanding of 
your child’s needs to improve the support we offer. 















As a part of the planning stage of the graduated approach, we will set outcomes that we want to see your child achieve.
When your child receives a targeted intervention or additional provision, we will assess their starting point before it begins. This is known as a baseline assessment. It will help us to understand progress over time and evaluate whether the support is making a meaningful difference to your child.
We will monitor your child’s progress towards their agreed outcomes and use this information to identify what is working well and where adjustments may be helpful. This allows us to refine our provision so that it responds to your child’s individual needs, preferences and approaches that work best for them.
Our approach is a continuous cycle of assess, plan, do and review. At each review, we will consider your child’s progress, experience and views, and whether the support remains appropriate.
For some pupils, progress may mean that they no longer require additional provision through SEN Support. For others, the cycle will continue, with outcomes, strategies and provision reviewed and adapted as their needs and circumstances change.
We work closely with children, parents and relevant professionals throughout this process to ensure that support remains appropriate, purposeful and focused on enabling every child to participate, make progress and develop independence in ways that are meaningful to them.

6. How will I be involved in the decisions made about my child’s education?
We will provide annual reports on your child’s progress.

Teachers will meet you twice yearly at parent’s evening to:
*Set clear outcomes for your child’s progress
*Review progress towards those outcomes
*Discuss the support we will put in place to help your child make progress
*Identify what we will do, what we will ask you to do, and what we will ask your child to do

If your child is on the school’s SEND register and receives SEN support, you will receive their reviewed and updated School Support Plans (SSP) each term. There 
is an opportunity for parents to add their own comments to the SSPs.

You know your child best, including their needs, strengths and aspirations. We want to work in partnership with you and hear your insight about what helps your child feel safe, included and ready to learn.

We also want to hear from you so that we can understand how the support provided in school affects your child’s experiences beyond school. If your child’s needs, aspirations or preferences change, please let us know so that we can review our provision together. 

7. How will my child be involved in decisions about their education?
The way your child shares their views will be adapted to their age, communication, preference and individual needs. 

We may seek your child’s views in ways that work for them, for example by inviting them to:
· Discuss their views with a key adult
· Sort pictures to show what they like/dislike in school
· Use photo elicitation to take photos around the school to prompt discussion
· Use resources such as The Landscape of Fear to support children to give their views and experiences of school

8. How will my child be involved in the decisions made about their education?
Your child’s class teacher is responsible and accountable for the progress and development of all pupils in their class.

High-quality teaching is our first step in responding to your child’s needs. We will make sure that your child can access to a broad and balanced curriculum throughout their time at our school.

We use responsive teaching and make adaptations to reflect how each pupil learns and participates best. There is no 'one size fits all’ approach: we consider each child individually and aim to make meaningful adaptations, drawing on West Sussex’s Ordinarily Available Inclusive Practice guidance.

These adaptations may include:
Adapting the curriculum so that all pupils can access learning, for example, through flexible grouping, individual or small group work, and adaptations to teaching approaches or lesson content.
Adapting teaching, for example, by allowing additional processing time, pre-teaching  key vocabulary, or presenting instructions in accessible ways.
 Adapting our resources and staffing
 Using recommended aids, such as laptops, coloured overlays, visual timetables, larger font, etc.
Considering where a child sits and who they sit with, in discussion with the child where appropriate.

9. How will the school evaluate whether the support in place is helping my child?
We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for your child by:
  Reviewing their progress towards their goals each term on their school support plan (if they are on the SEND register)
  Reviewing the impact of interventions every half term
  Monitoring by the SENCO through termly SEN pupil progress meetings with teachers
  Using provision maps to measure progress
  Holding an annual review (if they have an education, health and care (EHC) plan)

10. How will the school resources be secured for my child?
It may be that your child’s needs mean we need to secure:
· Extra equipment or facilities
· More teaching assistant hours
· Further training for our staff 
· External specialist expertise

If additional resources or support may be helpful, we will consult with relevant external services to identify approaches that can support your child’s access to learning and participation. The school will cover up to £6,000 of any necessary costs. If funding is needed beyond this, the school may consider applying for an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) for your child.

11. How will the school support my child to take part in activities alongside their peers?

Buckingham Park Primary School is an inclusive school.

All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all our pupils, including our before and after-school clubs.

All pupils are encouraged to take part on our school trips, including the Y6 residential. We will discuss indidvieual needs with families and make reasonable adjustments to support access and participation. For example, a pupil may take part in daytime activities if staying overnight is not right for them at that time. 

All pupils are encouraged to take part in whole school and year-group events such as sports day, school plays and special workshops. We can make adaptations to support participation, for example, offering a role managing the sound during a performance for a pupil who would prefer not to perform in front of an audience.

We will not exclude a pupil from these activities because of their SEN or disability. We will consider and make reasonable adjustments are needed to support access, participation and inclusion.
2



3

image2.png




image3.png
Tell us about your concerns




